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Essay Contest

Sponsored by 
THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS® 
OF LEXINGTON

First Place: $250 cash

Second Place: $150 cash

Third Place: $100 cash
 $100 cash honorarium to the teacher/sponsor of the first place winner 

$50 to the second and third place teachers/sponsors
Essay Contest Topic
This year the League of Women Voters of Lexington offers a two part question.  The intent is that in answering the first question the writers will clarify their own thinking about different aspects of American citizenship.  The second part then asks writers to apply that thinking to a major issue facing American citizens right now.

QUESTIONS:

1.  What does the phrase “actively engaged citizen of the United States of America” mean to you?

2. How does your interpretation of the phrase shape your thinking on one of today’s most important issues (e.g., voting rights, immigration, partisan politics, national budget problems, health care reform)?

Writers are encouraged to examine and assess their understanding of actively engaged citizenship before they select an issue to discuss in an organized fashion. They are expected to demonstrate a strong fact based knowledge of the topic selected as well as their own best reasoned position in regard to it.

        This contest is open to students in grades 9-12 who are attending a Fayette County school.  Essays are to be typewritten, double-spaced and no longer than five pages excluding the title page.  The scoring criteria are included in the Essay Contest materials. The deadline for submission is Friday, October 28th, 2011.   Awards will be presented in December, 2011.  Entering contestants need to submit the following:
· Title Page- submit all information requested on the attached Essay Title Page

· The Essay

· References
Essays may be mailed to

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LEXINGTON

P.O. Box 22045, Lexington, KY  40522-2045

Must be postmarked no later than October 28, 2011
E-mail submissions may also be made by midnight, October 28, 2011
to Judy Johnson at lexington.lwvessaycontest@gmail.com
Questions may be submitted to above e-mail address


             Information on the Essay Contest at www.lwvLexington.com
Essay Title Page

Title:

Date:

Name:

Home Address/Zip

E-mail Address:

Phone:

Fayette County School:

Grade:

Sponsoring Teacher:

Teacher’s E-mail Address:
Each Essay must be accompanied by a Title Page including the information requested above.  Information on the Essay Contest may be obtained on the League of Women Voters Website www.lwvLexington.com or address questions to Judy Johnson at lexingtonlwvessaycontest@gmail.com.  
Scoring Rubric for League of Women Voters Essay Contest

                  Elements/Descriptions                    Possible Points
PURPOSE/AUDIENCE:






15
· purpose of the writing is made clear
· tone is suitable for thoughtful public political discussion
______________________________________________________________________

IDEA DEVELOPMENT:






30
· main idea(s) are clearly identifiable

· supports are detailed, relevant, & carefully developed

· writer demonstrates knowledge of the topic

· writer demonstrates knowledge in thinking & writing
_____________________________________________________
ORGANIZATION:







20
· presentation of ideas evidences logical structure 


in their development

· ideas are effectively and completely presented
CONTENT:                                                                                            20
· content is relevant to the proposed questions
· content reflects an enlarged perspective and a comprehensive review of 

the questions/topics
· references authenticate the content

MECHANICS:                                                                                       15                                                                                       
· sentences and paragraph lengths vary in coherent patterns that support the writer’s intent
· references are correctly cited

· writer demonstrates control with sentences and usage

· spelling, punctuation, and capitalization are correct
________________________________________________
TOTAL POINTS                                                                                 100
