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Essay Contest

Sponsored by 

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS® 

OF LEXINGTON

First Place: $250 cash

Second Place: $150 cash

Third Place: $100 cash

A $100 cash honorarium will be given to the teacher/sponsor of the first place winner plus $50 cash to each of the second and third place teachers/sponsors
Essay Contest Topic and Questions
What proposal(s) would you make for improving or replacing the
 Electoral College system for electing the President and Vice President?
This question will require you to do research on the Electoral College and the history behind its existence.  For example, four U.S. Presidents were elected to the presidency without receiving a plurality of votes in national elections.  These presidents were:  John Quincy Adams-1824, Rutherford Hays-1876, Benjamin Harrison-1888, and George W. Bush-2000.  Various organizations including the League of Women Voters U.S. have taken positions on replacing or reforming the Electoral College to better reflect the will of the voters.
· What problems might be the result of your proposal(s) and how could they be addressed?
· What effects might the proposal(s) have on various segments of the voting public?

· What arguments would you use to defend your chosen election proposal(s)?

This contest is open to students in grades 9-12 who are attending a Fayette County school. Essays are to be typewritten, double-spaced and no longer than five pages excluding the title page.  The scoring criteria are included in the Essay Contest materials. The deadline for submission is Tuesday, October 27, 2009.  Awards will be presented in December, 2009.
Entering contestants will need to submit the following:

· Title Page- submit all information requested on the attached Essay Title Page

· The Essay

· References
Essays may be mailed to

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LEXINGTON

P.O. Box 22045, Lexington, KY  40522-2045

Must be postmarked no later than October 27, 2009
E-mail submissions may also be made by midnight, October 27, 2009
to L. Eberwein at lwv.essaycontest@insightbb.com
Questions may be submitted to above e-mail address


             Information on the Essay Contest at www.lwvLexington.com
Essay Title Page

Title:

Date:

Name:

Home Address/Zip

E-mail Address:

Phone:

Fayette County School:

Grade:

Sponsoring Teacher:


Teacher’s E-mail Address:
Each Essay must be accompanied by a Title Page including the information requested above.  Information on the Essay Contest my be obtained on the League of Women Voters Website www.lwvLexington.com or address questions to lwv.essaycontest@insightbb.com  
Scoring Rubric for League of Women Voters Essay Contest

_____________________________________________________________











              Points


Elements/ Descriptions



          Possible

PURPOSE/AUDIENCE:






25

· purpose of the writing is made clear

· tone is suitable for thoughtful public political

discussion

_______________________________________________________
IDEA DEVELOPMENT:






35

· main idea(s) are clearly identifiable

· supports are detailed, relevant, & carefully developed

· writer demonstrates knowledge of the topic

· writer demonstrates knowledge in thinking & writing
_______________________________________________________

ORGANIZATION:







25

· presentation of ideas evidences logical structure 

in their development

· ideas are effectively and completely presented
MECHANICS:








15
· sentences and paragraph lengths vary in coherent

patterns that support the writer’s intent

· sources are correctly cited
· writer demonstrates control with sentences and usage
· spelling, punctuation, and capitalization are correct
TOTAL POINTS 







      100
