	THE WRITER…
	   Absent 
	Occasionally Evident 
	Evident 
	Clearly Evident 
	TOTAL

	Demonstrates recognition of problem or question
	Does not identify and state the nature of the problem or the issues.

0
	Identifies the main question but does not explain why or how problem or question(s) exists.

2
	Identifies the main question/issue and related aspects of the question.

6
	Clearly articulates understanding of the scope of the problem and issue(s) involved.

8
	

	Shows awareness of multiple points of view
	Does not acknowledge possible multiple perspectives or other options.

0
	Acknowledges possible multiple perspectives although they are not clearly stated or developed.

2
	Acknowledges and states multiple perspectives and positions that are important to analysis of the issue.

6
	Clearly acknowledges, states and develops responses to multiple perspectives important to analysis of the issue.

8
	

	Uses reasoning, arguments, evidence in organized way
	Does not identify key assumptions based on available information or evidence.

0
	Presents information in organized fashion but does not clearly reference context, assumptions, evidence.

2
	Presents and evaluates information with reference to context, assumptions, evidence.

6
	Analyzes and evaluates information presented and clearly discusses implications and consequences, considering relevant assumptions, context, and evidence.

8
	

	Draws conclusions based on reasons, arguments, and evidence
	Conclusions not provided.

0
	Conclusions are provided, but without discussion of implications or consequences.

2
	Conclusions are stated and discussed.

Implications and consequences of conclusions are evident.

6
	Stated conclusions are based on a thorough examination of evidence and an evaluation of possible consequences.

8
	

	Uses appropriate language mechanics and conventions
	Problems with usage, spelling, sentences and paragraphs that interfere with understanding.

No or improperly written citations.

0
	Grammar and mechanics problems evident but they do not interfere with writer’s message.

Some use of appropriate citation.

2
	Appropriate sentence and paragraph structure, correct grammar and mechanics most of the time; appropriate citation.

3
	Writing is clearly organized in well-developed paragraphs and sentences; correct grammar and mechanics; correct citations.

4
	

	
	
	
	
	TOTAL POINTS
	


